Career and Technical Education Career Advisory Teams (CATs)

Wake County Public School System
Purpose
Career Advisory Teams are to provide advice and assistance to teachers and administrators in a particular career cluster/program area in Career and Technical Education (CTE).  Career Advisory Teams (CATs) assist educators in establishing, operating, and evaluating programs that serve the needs of students,  business and industry, and provide expertise pertaining to emerging concepts in the field. CATs can provide an informed viewpoint that is invaluable in the educational process. 

Why Are Career Advisory Teams Needed and What Can They Do
CATs can assist with, but are not limited to the following:
· Curriculum and Resource Review:  Validate career course offerings-is it relevant for today’s economy?  Identify or suggest resource personnel/guest speakers to enrich the instructional content or serve as a resource person to enhance the instructional process

· Provide updates on certificates and credentials in career cluster/program area

· Advise on academic skills and work attitudes (soft skills)

· Advise teachers and administrators on what employers are looking for in employees

· Provide plant/company tours and job shadowing experiences for students and teachers

· Provide assistance or opportunities for students to do internships, apprenticeships or part-time employment in a particular career cluster

· Provide assistance or training opportunities for teachers to gain industry experience to bring back to the classroom

· Review existing equipment, facilities and resources

· Review lab equipment (computers, printers, software, etc.) and compare with the current and future technology and industry standards.  This includes software packages, textbooks, online resources and other supplementary materials

· Review lab (or shop) safety program

· Review room (shop, lab) layout, space requirements, work stations, lighting, ventilation, etc., and compare with industry norms

· Assist with marketing the CTE Programs and  career clusters

· Be an advocate for Legislative support of Career and Technical Educational funding
· Support Career & Technical Student Organizations by serving as judges, mentors for competitive events, guest speakers for ceremonies, etc. 

Number of Career Advisory Teams (CATS)

Each Career & Technical Education program area will be broken down into Advisory Teams.  The following is a list of the Career Clusters broken down by Career Advisory Teams: 

Agriculture Food and Natural Resources, Architecture and Construction, Health Science, Hospitality & Tourism, Human Services

· Agriculture
· Apparel and Housing
· Culinary/Hospitality/Tourism
· Health Care
· Early Childhood Development/Services

Architecture and Construction, Science- Technology- Engineering & Mathematics, Transportation- Distribution & Logistics 
· Transportation
· Automotive
· Aerospace
· Construction/Architecture
· Engineering (Project Lead The Way)
Arts-A/V Technology & Communications, Business Management & Administration, Finance, Information Technology, Marketing
· Business Management and Administration

· Finance

· Information Technology

· Marketing, Marketing Management, Entrepreneurship

Membership
Senior Administrators and teachers in the program areas will make recommendations for members.   Each CAT will consist of business & industry representatives in that career cluster/program area, two and four year institution representatives, industry specific association and organization representative, parents, CTE program selected area teachers and a student representative.

Meetings

CATS will meet at least two (2) times per year.  Other meetings may be held as necessary.  All meetings will be organized with an atmosphere of open participation with a planned agenda will be prepared by the chairperson and the lead teacher for that program area.

Authority

CATS have the authority to make recommendations to the respective program area Senior Administrators, who will forward the recommendations to the Career and Technical Education Director.
